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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Chris Necai se,
wel cone.

M5. NECAISEE H. M nane is Chris
Necai se. |'man associate at G and Casino, Qlfport,
and pl ease excuse my nervousness.

I would like to thank the Conmission for
the opportunity to speak here today on sonething I
feel very strongly about. That is the positive effect
gam ng has had on ny life, as well as countless other
lives on the M ssissippi @Qulf Coast.

Wien | first came to work for G and

Casino, Qulfport, I was a single parent on welfare.
Back then when | |ooked to the future, it |ooked
pretty bleak. Now when | look to the future, it seens

bri ghter and nmuch nore secure.

I now have a sense of self-confidence and
self-worth that was mssing for many years. No |onger
will | have to suffer the enbarrassnment of buying
groceries with food stanps. No longer will | suffer
the humiliation of trying to find a doctor for nyself
or my son who will accept Medi caid.

Never again will mnmy son have to suffer the
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i ndignities of being sent home fromthe hospital too
soon after surgery because he was a Medicaid patient.

I now nake a |livable wage, and | stress
the word "livable.” OCh, wait. | lost ny place.

| have nedical and dental insurance for
both nyself and nmy son, and | al so have a retirenent
fund. W now enjoy a nuch better standard of |iving.
|'ve been able to build a nice, confortable hone for
ny famly. | have dependabl e transportati on now. |
can even afford to take a vacation once in a while and
enjoy sone of the fun things in life instead of just

barely surviving.

Most inportantly, | don't worry so much
about my son's future. | can give to ny son so much
nmore now than | could four and a half years ago. |'m

not tal king so nuch about the material things as | am
about the things that a nmother gives a child from her
heart, that sense of worth and self-pride.

And Grand Casinos has given ne that
opportunity. |1've been able to take numerous training
cl asses offered by Grand Casi no, such as conputer

cl asses, supervisory skills, and personal success
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skills.

In the near future |I'm going back to
coll ege to take classes under our tuition
rei mbursenent program and for the first time in many
years thousands of people of the M ssissippi GQulf
Coast -- oh, no, no, no, | lost ny other page -- have
the opportunity for a nuch better life style than nost
coul d ever have inmagined for thenselves or their
famlies.

Five or six years ago when you | ooked
around, you saw a conmunity that stagnated, kind of
dead in the water. Now when you | ook around, you see
t he boom and bustle of growth and opportunity, and
would like to take this opportunity to extend an
invitation to the committee to visit the M ssissipp
@Qulf Coast to see that boom and bustle for yoursel ves.
You' |l see hundreds, if not thousands, of people just
i ke nme whose |ives have been changed for the better

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Chri s, thank you, and
you did an excellent job.

M5. NECAISE: Well, I'mstill shaking.
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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: That's okay.

Jim and, Jim how do you pronounce your
| ast nane?

MR FARBER It's Farber

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Farber. That's a B
Ckay. Thank you.

MR FARBER Yes. Madane Chairnan
Conmi ssioners, my nane is James Farber, and |'ma
casi no game supervisor at Harrah's Casino in Atlantic
CGty.

| appreciate the chance to nmake known ny
feelings on how the opportunities presented by the
casi no busi ness has profoundly changed ny life.

I was born into a | ower middle class
famly in a small town in northeastern Pennsylvani a.
Unable to afford a coll ege education, | took the only
enpl oyment that | could find and went to work in a
| ocal factory. Working conditions were |ess than
ideal. | worked in an underground roomwth no
wi ndows, no air conditioning, and poor ventilation
The heat in the roomregul arly exceeded 90 degrees and

| had to breathe chemicals all day |ong.
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